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Metro Stations in Paris: The Names and the

Reflections of French Patriotism

Kantaphong Chitkla
Western Language Section
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
Khon Kaen University, Thailand

Abstract

France is the country being proud of patriotism due to its long history of over
a thousand years. The country also used to be the colonial power in the prosperous
time of the Industrial Revolution. Paris, a famous capital of France, is considered
as the centre of social, cultural prosperities, and advanced technologies. The Paris
metro service was first launched in 1900. It was the symbol of French leadership in
technology and engineering. This article aims to give an explanation of the names of
the metro stations derived from French history and culture as well as the concept of
French patriotism. 300 names of the subway stations shown in Paris public transport
maps were collected and “Le Petit Larousse”, the French dictionary of Proper Nouns,
was used to find the origins of these names. It was found from the study that the names
of the subway stations were used as a tool of French patriotism in 5 ways: 1) the
reflections of the history of French regimes, 2) the prosperity of the Roman Catholic
Territories, 3) the victories of French armies in many battlefields, 4) the damages of
the country due to the wars, and 5) the heroes of the wars.
Keywords : Metro Station, Place Name, French Language, French Patriotism, French

History
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